INTRODUCTION
Twelve months after transplantation 40 of the 109 pairs of kidneys had a dissimilar fate (one surviving and one failing). In 30 of these dissimilar pairs the graft to the Northern Ireland recipient survived but that to the outside recipient failed, whereas in 10 the graft to the Northern Ireland recipient failed while that to the outside recipient survived.
DISCUSSION
The graft success rate for renal transplantation in Belfast has always compared very favourably with that of other centres. It has been suggested that one reason for this is that Northern Ireland may have a genetically homogeneous population which is favourable for organ transplantation. If this were true, one would expect graft survival in Northern Ireland recipients to be significantly better when kidneys from a local rather than an outside source were used. The present study has shown that graft survival in Northern Ireland recipients was similar regardless of whether the kidney was from a local or an outside donor.
In addition, the results show that kidneys transplanted to a Northern Ireland recipient function significantly longer than the paired kidney transplanted to an 'outside' recipient, regardless of donor source. This underlines the high graft success rate in Belfast compared with other centres.
Unfortunately, although the graft success rate in Northern Ireland is very good, because of the lack of kidney donors many patients over 55 years worthy of treatment cannot be accepted. At 30 June 1984 there were 2731 patients in the United Kingdom kidney transplant waiting list and the number has doubled in 4 years.
An increased supply of donors would open the way to provision of replacement of renal function for patients who are older, diabetic or otherwise disadvantaged, most of whom could be returned to a good standard of fitness.
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